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DENNIS BURTON _TO TEACH AT S.G.W.U. 


Toronto artist Dennis Burton, known across Canada for his pictures of women 
in garter belts, will teach at Sir George Williams University. 


As Lecturer in Fine Arts, he will give day and evening courses in Art 410 
a drawing course in which various media and forms of expression will be 
explored at the advanced level, and Art 412, a painting and drawing course 
in which the student chooses and develops his own projects. 


His paintings of the female torso in underwear have been the subject of com- 
ments by critics and public alike. As an artist, Burton reflected the con- 

temporary exploitation of woman. He has said, "The 20th century woman is 

a packaged commodity. She is presented in advertisements, the entertainment 
field, and men’s magazines as an inanimate object divested of her humanity, 

leaving her only as a sex symbol, I quarrel with the resulting loss of 


her humanity. In my work, I express my love for the container and expecially 
for its contents." 


Recently Burton cast aside panties, stockings and garter belts to zoom in 
on the vagina. The project started when he began studying the Tantra art 
of ancient India and discovered that female genitals had been the subject 
of serious art in the East since 1600 A.D. He became convinced that he 
could adapt Tantric art to his own purposes, Of Burton's latest show of 
20 large oil paintings, Robert Fulford of the Toronto Daily Star said: 

"He uses the female genitals in a dozen different ways, At times they are 
formed into orchid shapes, at other times they suggest galaxies of stars, 
at others they open out to reveal, inside themselves, whole worlds. The 
symbolism is primitive, but effective." 


Burton was born in Lethbridge, Alberta in 1933, He studied under Frederick 
Hagan and Jack MacDonald at the Ontario College of Art, and under Rico 
Lebrun and Frances de Eredeley at the University of Southern California. 

He worked for the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation as graphic designer 
until 1960 when he started painting full time, He often listens to pro- 
gressive jazz while painting and has played the saxophone in sessions of 
improvisations with young artists in Toronto. One of his first large com-~ 
missions, criticized for its abstract presentation, was a 1963 mural for 
the Edmonton Airport entitled "Flight without vehicle." 


His work in sculpture has gained considerable recognition. In this medium 
he works with a variety of materials taken from scrap metal and found 
objects which he welds together to achieve an effect usually with satiric 


ae 


qualities, His "Sentinal," made from found objects of wood, was chosen 
for the Second Canadian Sculpture Exhibition in 1964, one of 11 works 
accepted out of 267 entries. 


He has exhibited with the Canadian Society of Painters in Water Colour ; 
Canadian Group of Painters; Canadian Society of Graphic Art; the Winnipeg 
shows; Canadian biennials; Vancouver Art Gallery; Eight Ontario Painters 
Travelling Show; Four Canadians - Art Gallery of Toronto; American 
Federation of Arts Travelling Show; Montreal Museum of Fine Arts Spring 
Shows; York University, Toronto; Art Institute of Ontario, and others 


Collectors of his works include Joseph H. Hirshhorn, New York and Con- 
necticut; Miss Elsa Lanchester (5 works purchased by Charles Laughton); 
Mrs. John David Eaton, Toronto; Mr. and Mrs. Samuel J. Zacks, Toronto; 
Taft Schreiber, Beverley Hills; Alan Jarvis, Toronto; Dr. Morton Shulman, 
Toronto; Jennings Lang, Beverley Hills; Prof. W. Kilbourn, Toronto, Gordon 


Sheppard, Montreal, 


His work is in the following public collections: Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, New York; Walker Art Centre, Minneapolis; Pasadena Art Museum 
California; Los Angeles County Museum, California; Philadelphia Museum of 
Art; Montreal Museum of Fine Arts; University of British Columbia; National 
Gallery of Canada; Sir George Williams University. 
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